
Personal Messages on the Zehngraf Miniatures: 1896 Egg 

with Revolving Miniatures 
By DeeAnn Hoff, Independent Researcher 

 

Continuing research has clarified the identification of two of the twelve miniatures by the Danish artist, 

Johannes Zehngraf: ‘The Palace Church, Coburg’ is now accurately identified as ‘Cathcart House, 

Harrogate, UK and ‘The Old Grand Ducal Palace, Darmstadt is now correctly identified as ‘Veste 

Coburg’.  Questions have previously been raised as to whether two of the miniatures lacked Zehngraf’s 

signature.  When queried, Carol Aiken responded: “The lack of a signature on a miniature does not 

necessarily have great significance, because is not unusual to find signed and unsigned images 

together in a single work (a generalization that encompasses all things set with miniatures, such as 18th 

century gold boxes or portraits of couples).  It is also possible that signatures actually are present but 

not visible (too low in frame or even trimmed off to fit)”. 

 

VMFA conservators further examined the miniatures and discerned the three miniatures that did not 

have ‘visible’ signatures are: Rosenau, Coburg, Congregational Church, and Cathcart House, 

Harrogate, UK, and Anichkov Palace, St. Petersburg.  Further examination would involve opening the 

crystal and then removing the miniatures from their metal frames; this was not recommended due to 

‘safety concerns’. 

 

These twelve miniatures set in their gold frames, revolving around a gold shaft through the center of 

the egg of rock crystal, comprise the poignant ‘surprise’ within this Fabergé Imperial Egg presented to 

Empress Alexandra Feodorovna for Easter 1896.  Literature long identified the paintings as locales 

dear to Alexandra during her childhood up to and including her courtship and engagement to then 

Tsesarevich Nicholas Alexandrovich.  Since 1945 varying captions accompanied these miniature 

scenes in the post-Imperial publications of the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts ‘Egg with Revolving 

Miniatures’.  No narrative illuminates the deep and personal significance of the sites memorialized in 

the Zehngraf miniatures more intimately than the words of those who inhabited them.  From that 

perspective, I am sharing a few passages from the genre of letters, diaries, and memoirs. 

Revolving Egg Miniature Historical Context Archival Details 

 

Neues Palais, Darmstadt, 

Germany 

Neue Palais (New Palace) 

was the birth place of 

Princess Alix von Hesse-

Darmstadt, the future 

empress of Russia. 

Darmstadt was the small 

capital city of the Grand 

Duchy of Hesse and by 

Rhine, and the palace, built 

just six years earlier, was set 

in a large park beside a lake. 

 



In 1864, Queen Victoria engaged architect Konrad Kraus to build a palace in the Neo-Renaissance 

style as a city residence for her second daughter, Alice, who had married Ludwig IV of Hesse.  Built on 

the site of the former Darmstadt botanical garden, the palace was later the home of Grand Duke Ernst 

Ludwig, brother of Russian Empress Alexandra Feodorovna, and their correspondence does reference 

other sites portrayed by the artist Zehngraf within the 1896 Imperial Egg. 

 

 

Winter Palace, St. Petersburg, 

Russia 

The Winter Palace was the 

official residence of Emperor 

Nicholas II and Empress 

Alexandra Feodorovna. They 

were married in its Great Church 

on November 14/26, 1894. 

The miniature reflects the dull 

red [or ‘cherry red’] color of the 

palace's facade as it looked at 

that time.   
http://www.angelfire.com/pa/ImperialRussian/blog/index.blog/1

484149/the-changing-colour-of-the-winter-palace-during-the-

18th-20th-centuries/ 

“Built between 1754 and 1762 to plans by Francesco Bartolomeo Rastrelli, the Winter Palace was the 

Russian sovereigns’ winter residence in St. Petersburg.  The original yellow ochre of the façade 

survived successive restorations to be replaced in the 1880s by cherry red, which in turn gave way 

after the Second World War to the green colour that it retains to this day.”  (Ducamp, Emmanuel, The 

Winter Palace: Saint Petersburg, 1995, 26-27. This volume is a rare re-publication of original Hermitage 

Museum watercolors of exterior and historical interiors by masters of the genre like Edward Petrovich 

Hau).  Today, it serves as the main building of the State Hermitage Museum. 

 

From Nicky’s Diary, 31 December (1895): “We both slept wonderfully in our new home.  The sun lit up 

my study most pleasantly as I was working in the morning.  At 11 o’clock we went to church in the 

Anichkov; it was strange to feel like a guest there.  After luncheon we went to our old rooms and 

collected the pictures, photographs and last things to take over to the Winter Palace.  In the afternoon 

we sat at home and arranged everything.”  (Maylunas & Mironenko, A Lifelong Passion, 1996, 133) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Jagdschloss 

Kranichstein, 

Darmstadt, Germany 

Young Alix spent summer 

holidays at Kranichstein, 

a castle on the outskirts 

of Darmstadt. Once a 

hunting retreat for 

Hessian dukes, it 

became one of her 

family’s summer 

residences after the 

Neues Palais was 

completed. 

 

 

This was the first home of Alix’s Parents, Grand Duke Louis IV and Princess Alice, second daughter of 

Queen Victoria: “Soon after Princess Alice’s marriage, the Grand Duke, seeing that she felt somewhat 

cramped in the little house in Darmstadt, had taken her to see the old castle of Kranichstein, lying in 

the low, wooded hills a few miles to the north-east.  The castle had not been lived in for almost a 

century, but she fell in love with its grey stone, its big rooms, its lake and the park around, preserved 

for the shooting of wild boar.  She told the Grand Duke that she would love to spend the summers there, 

and he accordingly put in hand the necessary repairs and modernization ... Now, when Prince and 

Princess Louis returned from Osborne with their baby, Kranichstein was ready for them.” (Duff, David, 

Hessian Tapestry, 1967, 105, and photograph below, 128) 

 

 

Grand Duke Louis IV and the Grand Duchess with their family at Kranichstein, summer, 1878. Prince Ernest Louis is 

seated opposite to his mother, The Princesses are (left to right) Victoria, Alix, Elizabeth and Marie (on the pony) 

 

“After his wife’s death, the Grand Duke closed Kranichstein (now a museum), and it returned to the 

slumber from which Alice had awoken it fifteen years before.” (ibid., 182) “Winters were spent at 

Darmstadt, summers mostly at the castles of Kranixhstein (sic) or Seeheim. It is easy to picture the 

band of merry, high-spirited children romping in the suites of old-fashioned rooms at Kranichstein, 

racing in the park under the oaks, standing in deep admiration before the ancient winding staircase on 



which the picture of a life-sized stag commemorated the spot where a real stag once sought refuge 

from a Landgrave of old days.”  (Buxhoeveden, Baroness Sophie, The Life and Tragedy of Alexandra 

Feodorovna Empress of Russia, 1928, 6-7) 

 

Letter from Alix to Ernst Ludwig - St. Petersburg - Monday, 20 February/4 March 1895: “My darling 

Ernie dear, Many loving kisses & tender thanks to you both for your dear letters & the sweet little frame.  

Nicky was delighted with the pretty fish, & wishes me to thank you both for it many times. - ” “… Poor 

Eckstorm has died, I read in the papers. … ” [Theodor Eckstorm was Obergörster (senior forester) at 

Kranichstein.] (Kleinpenning, Petra, H., Editor, The Correspondence of the Empress Alexandra of 

Russia with Ernst Ludwig and Eleonore Grand Duke and Duchess of Hesse: 1878-1916, 2010, 178-

79)  

 

 

Schloss Wolfsgarten, 

near Darmstadt, 

Germany 

This villa was used as a 

hunting lodge and was 

visited by Alix on occasion 

during the summers of her 

youth. It was here she 

received instruction before 

her conversion to Russian 

Orthodoxy, a necessary 

requirement for a future 

empress of Russia. 
 

 

Originally a hunting seat established in 1722 by Landgraf Ernst Ludwig of Hesse Darmstadt to pursue 

his passion for hunting with dogs, it was eventually abandoned in 1768.  Restored and expanded by 

the grand ducal family in in the 1830s, by 1879 it was the favorite country retreat of the family of Grand 

Duke Ludwig IV.  Ernst Ludwig and Alix were two of his seven children. 

 

From Harrogate - Saturday, 21 May/2 June 1894 - Alix to Ernst Ludwig: “I am going to be good & do all 

Dr. Oliver says, so as to be as well as possible when I at last shall be home, at beloved Wolfsgarten, 

the dearest place on earth, & yet where I miss beloved Papa the most.”  (Kleinpenning, 153-54) 

 

Osborne House - 13/25 July 1894: Alix to Ernst Ludwig.  Darling Ernie dear, “I am going to send you 

these lines by messenger.  All alone I sit here & write, feeling low and unhappy, as I parted from beloved 

Nicky, Monday-night….  My comfort is, I am at last coming home - on the 31st on the Victoria & Albert, 

off we go - I am dying to see you & little Ducky [Victoria Melita] & dear old Wolfsgarten.”  (ibid., 156) 

 

Alix to Nicky - 21 July - Wolfsgarten: “Seeing Ernie and Ducky together always makes me long too 

madly for you, my own precious Nicky dear.  How much I shall think of you at Xenia’s wedding - that 

shrimp marrying before her elder brother - to bad really but our turn will come - and then - oh Nicky 



sweet, then forever one - no separation, always yours and more even than now.  You must come to us 

still here and sit here in my little house with me.” (Maylunas & Mironenko, 85) 

 

Alix to Nicky - 27 July - Wolfsgarten: “You must come here; still life in the country is so different from 

the town life - we can be out all day in the woods without meeting anyone - can be quite to ourselves 

in God’s beautiful nature.  We two alone under the magnificent trees, loving each other with all our 

hearts and feeling so utterly content!”  (ibid., 90) 

 

Following Alix & Nicky’s idyll together in England: “The lovers had agreed to meet again in September 

at the Grand Ducal Castle of Wolfsgarten near Darmstadt, where Alix was to stay while completing 

her instruction in the Orthodox faith.”  (Poliakoff, V., The Tragic Bride, 1927, 54-55) 

 

Unfortunately, word came of the decline of his father’s health in the Crimea and the couple next met 

under the tragic circumstances of his father’s untimely death. 

 

“Nicholas, who was not told the whole truth about the deadly nature of the illness of his father was torn 

between filial affection and a passionate desire to see Alix.  The whole day [says he in his dairy] the 

sense of duty, which compelled to accompany my parents to the Crimea fought with the violent desire 

to fly to darling Alix in Wolfsgarten …”  (ibid.) 

 

 

Fortress Coburg (Veste 

Coburg), Germany 

This fortress overlooks the 

town of Coburg, where the 

dukes of Saxe-Coburg and 

Gotha resided from 1826 to 

1918. Many of the crowned 

heads of Europe were among 

their relatives, including Queen 

Victoria and her husband, 

Prince Albert. The marriage of 

their granddaughter Princess 

Victoria Melita to Alix’s brother, 

Grand Duke Ernest Ludwig of 

Hesse, which took place in 

Coburg, gave Tsarevich 

Nicholas (Victoria Melita’s 

cousin) the perfect opportunity 

to propose to his future bride. 

 

 

The main construction of Veste Coburg took place in 1499 on the site of an older structure.  Historically, 

it is the castle where Martin Luther sought refuge from persecution by both the Catholic Church and 

the Holy Roman Empire.  It was also during his time here that Luther continued to translate the Bible 

into the German language.  Along with Martin Luther, Albert of Saxe-Coburg had a connection to 

Coburg.  Married to Queen Victoria, Albert was a strong link to the Lutheran faith of Alexandra 



Feodorovna who, as Princess Alix of Hesse, struggled severely with the requirement that she change 

her faith to Orthodoxy in order to marry Nicholas, heir to the throne of Russia.  Specific correspondence 

referencing Veste Coburg has not surfaced thus far in my research. 

 

 

West Park United Reformed 

Church, historically in St. Peter’s 

Church, & Cathcart House, 

Harrogate, North Yorkshire, 

England 

Shortly after her engagement to 

Nicholas, Alix traveled to Harrogate 

in May 1894 to receive treatment in 

the local mineral baths for sciatica 

(back pain). She took lodgings in 

Mrs. Christopher Allen’s Cathcart 

House (pictured to the left of the 

church) under the name of Baroness 

Startenburg. During Alix’s stay, Mrs. 

Allen gave birth to twins—a boy and 

girl. As noted in the Harrogate 

Advertiser in June 1894, “To Mr. and 

Mrs. Allen’s delight, Her Grand 

Ducal Highness signified her desire 

to stand as Godmother for the 

twins.” They were christened 

Nicholas Charles Bernard Hesse 

and Alix Beatrice Emma in St. 

Peter’s Church. Alix gave a pair of 

gold cufflinks bearing her seal to 

little Nicholas and a gold enameled 

heart-shaped pendant adorned with 

a pearl to her namesake. These 

christening gifts are now on display 

in the Pump Room Museum. 

 
http://www.docbrown.info/docspics/westyorkshire

/wypage04.htm 

 

In the general history of Harrogate, Cathcart House provided accommodation to various royals visiting 

for the Baths.  It was Queen Victoria who arranged for her granddaughter, then Princess Alix of Hesse, 

to ‘take a cure’ at Harrogate.  Alix wrote to various friends and family members during her stay.  In a 

letter to her friend, Pollie Radcliffe, the Princess Alix wrote on June 14, 1894: “Darling Pollie, … The 

twins which turned up the day before we arrived were christened yesterday & I was Godmother to both 

Nicholas and Alix. … A loving kiss,  Ever? your devoted friend Alix” (Wynn, Marion, “Princess Alix Was 

Always Extremely Homely - Visit to Harrogate, 1894”, Royalty Digest, #122, August, 2001, 53, journal 

article attached at the end of this essay; another insight into Pollie’s relationship with Alexandra is in 

Hazlett, Pat, “Alix and Pollie - A Lifelong Friendship”, Fabergé Research Newsletter, Winter 14) 

 

http://fabergeresearch.com/newsletter-2014-winter/


The future Empress also wrote letters both to her brother, Ernst Ludwig in Darmstadt, and her fiancé 

Nicholas Alexandrovich during her stay at Harrogate. 

 

Saturday, 21 May/2 June 1894, to her brother: “My own darling Ernie dear, I must write to you at last 

myself. … As yet the baths of course have had no effect, & my leg aches very much. … I have taken 

seven bath, six days running, & now am stopping a few days, - he would like me to take 20 if possible, 

so our Walton dream must again fall to pieces; a great disappointment as Nicky was coming on purpose 

early, so as that we might spend eight quiet days there before Grandmama [Queen Victoria] returns 

from Balmoral”.  (Kleinpenning, 149) 

 

Harrogate - May 25, 1894 - Alix to Nicky: “Good morning my own precious Boysy - my Birthday!  22!  

Oh, how I wish you were here, beloved Darling!  And your glorious bracelet, you naughty monkey, how 

could you dare to give me such a magnificent thing - I feel quite shy and your telegram …” (Wynn, 53) 

 

Harrogate - Thursday, 26 May/7 June 1894 - Alix to Ernst Ludwig: “My own darling Ernie dear, A good 

kiss & blessing for your dear letter, which made me so happy, & for the photo of my darling Nicky, … 

You were an angel to have had enlarged for me.  It is an excellent one, & the expression so nice & 

natural.  Really, darling, that beautiful parasol is much too good for me, you spoil me always with your 

presents.  I took it out with me of course yesterday morning, but did not open it, it was so beautifully 

rolled up.  No, it is too sweet & that splendid sapphire [sic] on the top, I feel I must hide it with my hand 

& not let anyone see it, & yet I am so proud of it, I want all to see it. … Nicky gave me a magnificent 

bracelet in diamonds with a clasp of diamonds & two rubies, to be worn & a brooch too. … 

 

I may leave here on the 20th of June, … I want to go to Walton & meet Nicky there, who would be 

arriving that day at Gravesend in his Father’s yacht, & wld. Go straight on to Walton.  About four days 

we should be there and then go to Windsor.  But Grandmama would be too disappointed if I did not 

remain with her till she goes to Osborne, about the 15th of July, but one cannot settle it yet quite.  She 

is still upset I am going so far away, & grumbles at us in each letter, poor dear. - I must say I too dread 

the moment when I shall have to say goodbye to her, as who knows when we shall ever meet again - 

she is no longer young, poor darling Grandmama … ” [She last saw her grandmother at Balmoral in 

the autumn of 1896, when she and Nicky visited Queen Victoria there along with their nearly one year 

old daughter, Olga.]  (Kleinpenning, 151-53) 

 

A plaque at Cathcart House reads in part: “In 1911, a tea-party here was attended by Empress Marie 

of Russia; Queen Alexandra, former Empress of India; King Manuel of Spain; Prince Christopher of 

Greece; Princess Victoria and Grand Duchess George of Russia.”  Grand Duchess George, known 

within the family as ‘Greek Minnie’ was the wife of Grand Duke George Mikhailovich.  In the summer of 

1914, she and the couple’s two daughters Nina and Xenia (who suffered with a respiratory illness) to 

take the ‘bracing air’ of Harrogate.  They were prevented from returning home by the outbreak of World 

War I and her husband, along with his brother GD Nicholas Mikhailovich and their cousin GD Paul 

Alexandrovich, were executed by a Bolshevik firing squad in January 1919. 

 



 

Schloss Rosenau, Coburg, 

Germany 

On April 20, 1894, shortly after 

the wedding of her brother, 

Grand Duke Ernest Ludwig of 

Hesse to Victoria Melita of Saxe-

Coburg, Alix accepted Nicholas’s 

proposal of marriage at Rosenau 

Palace. This palace also had 

special meaning for Alix’s 

grandmother, Queen Victoria, 

whose late husband, Prince 

Albert of Saxe Coburg and 

Gotha, was born there. 

 

 

Queen Victoria frequently occupied the castle with her husband. She was known to comment: “If I were 

not who I am, I would have my real home here.” (www.sgvcoburg.de) In 1894, the queen’s 

granddaughter, then Princess Alix of Hesse, and her fiancé the Tsesarevich Nicholas Alexandrovich 

visited the castle the day following their engagement, arriving romantically by pony cart. 

 

 

Windsor Castle, near 

London, England 

Windsor Castle, set amid rolling 

hills west of London, was the 

residence of Alexandra’s 

grandmother, Queen Victoria. 

In her youth, Alix was a 

frequent visitor to the ancient 

castle at Windsor. Alix and 

Nicholas visited Queen Victoria 

at Windsor in July 1894, and it 

was here Nicholas presented 

his formal engagement gifts to 

Alix. Tsar Alexander and Maria 

Feodorovna sent her an 

extravagant necklace of pearls, 

designed by Fabergé at a cost 

of a quarter of a million rubles. 

 

During the reign of Queen Victoria, Windsor Castle was the principle palace of the British Monarchy.  

The queen spent the greater part of every year at the castle and hosted state visits as well as visits 

from her extensive family. 

 



From Nicky’s Diary, 1894 - June 23, Saturday: “The whole morning until lunch, we sat with dear Alix 

and I read to her.  At 4 o’clock Victoria, Alix, Ludwig and myself drove in the Royal carriage and four to 

Windsor, which we reached in an hour. … Dear Alix and I passed a wonderful evening together.”  

(Poliakoff, 1927, 36) 

 

 

Alexander Palace, 

Tsarskoe Selo, Russia 

The Alexander Palace at 

Tsarskoe Selo (“tsar’s 

village”) south of St. 

Petersburg became the 

preferred residence of 

Nicholas, Alexandra and their 

children. The west wing of 

this relatively small yellow 

and white palace offered 

them a quiet, safe haven 

from the complexities of life in 

St. Petersburg. 

 

 

Built by Catherine the Great for her favored grandson the future Emperor Alexander I, the neo-classical 

palace was completed by Giacomo Quarenghi in 1796.  The poignant importance of this residence to 

the last Imperial couple is reflected in their correspondence and diaries. 

 

Nicky, Diary - 22 November, 1894: “At 3 o’clock Alix and I left for Tsarskoe.  It had started to freeze 

when we arrived at the Alexander Palace, I am staying in my old rooms.  It’s inexpressibly wonderful 

to live here quietly, without seeing anyone - all day and night together!”  (Maylunas & Mironenko, 115) 

 

26 November: “Yesterday received a telegram from dear Mama saying that we can stay here one more 

day.  My bliss is without bounds - it will be so sad to leave Tsarskoe, which has become such a dear 

place for us both; for the first time since our wedding we have been able to live truly soul-to-soul.  [In 

Alix’s hand] Never did I believe there could be such utter happiness in this world, such a feeling of unity 

between two mortal beings.  I love you - those three words have my life in them.”  (ibid., 116) 

 

 

 

 



 

Balmoral Castle, Scotland 

Balmoral was Queen 

Victoria’s baronial style 

castle summer residence in 

the Scottish Highlands, Alix 

and her family made annual 

trips there during her 

childhood. It was her favorite 

among her grandmother’s 

numerous homes. Usually 

visiting Balmoral during the 

shooting season, Nicholas 

and Alexandra visited in 

October 1896. Although the 

weather during one stay was 

rainy and cold, Alexandra 

wrote, “It has been such a 

very short stay and I leave 

dear, kind Grandmama with 

a heavy heart.” 

 

 

As Empress, Alexandra wrote to her former governess, Miss Margaret Hardcastle Jackson, her ‘darling 

Madgie’ from Balmoral Castle, October 3, 1896: “Dearest Madgie, - Just before leaving, I hasten to 

send you a few words of loving thanks for your dear letter. … I hope my Harrogate and the beautiful 

Yorkshire air did you good! It has been such a very short stay and I leave dear kind Grandmama with 

a heavy heart.  Who knows when we may meet again and where? We had a good passage from 

Denmark.  Next Saturday morning, God grant, we shall be at dear Darmstadt.  Goodbye, Darling, and 

God bless you. Yr. old P.Q. No. III, Alix” (Buxhoeveden, 73) 

 

“In England the little Prince and Princesses of Hesse met crowds of cousins, including the children of 

the Prince and Princess of Wales (King Edward VII) and those of Princess Christian.  With this merry 

band, they played about Windsor, wandered in the grounds at Balmoral and Osborne, visited pet little 

shops, favorite little shops, or are these pet shops and had their own special friends among the Queen’s 

retainers.  They went round to see these old friends every time they came over, and the visit to ‘the 

merchants,’ by which name a small shop between Abergeldie and Balmoral was known to them, was 

never missed. 

 

The ‘merchants’ sold sweets, notepaper, and other small things, and the children would come back 

from their expedition, laden with wonderful purchases, to which the kindly ‘merchants,’ an old lady and 

her sister, would generally add a sweet something.  The great delight of the young Princesses at being 

initiated by their old friend and her sister into the secrets of scone-baking was remembered all their 

lives, and the tales of these adventures, recounted in later days, filled the hearts of the Imperial Russian 

children with longing envy.”  (ibid., 7-8; David Park Curry, Fabergé: Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, 1995, 

60) 



 

Anichkov Palace, St. 

Petersburg, Russia 

Anichkov Palace was the St. 

Petersburg residence of Tsar 

Alexander III and Empress 

Maria Feodorovna.  After their 

marriage on November 14 (OS), 

1894, Nicholas brought his new 

bride back to this childhood 

home. The newlyweds lived in a 

suite of six small rooms, an 

extension of the new tsar's 

bachelor quarters in this palace.   

Dowager Empress Maria 

Feodorovna greeted them there 

with bread and salt, the 

traditional Russian welcome. 

 

 

This palace is most directly associated with the coming to power of the Empress Elisabeth, and her 

lifelong companion, Alexey Razumovsky.  In 1741, the Empress purchased the building on the 

northwest corner of Nevsky and the Fontanka.  The Anichkov Palace is where the new Empress 

Alexandra spent her first winter in Russia.  The palace takes its name from the Anichkov Most (Bridge), 

with its landmark sculptures: Pytor Klodt’s ‘Horse Tamers’. 

 

“Sunday, November 14th, 1894, was a particularly trying day for Marie Feodorovna:  her son the 

Emperor Nicholas II was married in state to Princess Alice, who had been received into the Orthodox 

Church under the name of Alexandra Feodorovna… The supreme ordeal for Marie Feodorovna was 

when she left in advance for the Anitchkoff Palace to await the arrival of the newly-married pair.  

According to Russian custom she wanted to meet them at the threshold to present the bread and salt.”  

(Poliakoff, V. Mother Dear: The Empress Marie of Russia and Her Times, 1926, 243) 

 

 

Osborne House, Isle of Wight, 

England 

Young Alix was a frequent summer 

visitor to Osborne House, one of 

Queen Victoria’s royal residences, 

overlooking the strait that separates 

the Isle of Wight from the mainland 

of England. 

Nicholas visited Britain in the 

summer of 1894 and stayed with his 

fiancée and her grandmother at 

Osborne House in June of that year. 

(Lesley, 1976; Snowman, 1977). 



Originally leased and then purchased from the Blachford family as a site for the construction of a 

seaside retreat for Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, it was completed for their occupation in 1851. 

 

Nicky’s Diary, Osborne, 1894: “At the landing stage we got into carriages and drove straight to 

Osborne… I like the house and the situation very much.  The view from the windows on the Sound 

and towards the other side is extraordinarily pretty.  After lunch I made myself comfortable in the rooms 

downstairs; Alix is on the floor above. … Then we went to the seashore here, like a child, I paddled 

about with naked feet.  We returned in the pony carriage and dined at 9, but the evening dragged on 

until 11.  Sat with Alix.”  (Poliakoff, 1927, 49-50) 

 

8 July (1894): “Granny’s life here is the same, transposed from Windsor - but not for us, as the sea is 

near. [In Alix’s hand]  My own Boysy Boysy dear, never changing, always true.  Have confidence and 

faith in your girly dear who loves more deeply and devotedly than she can ever say … ”  (Maylunas & 

Mironenko, 80) 

 

10 July (1894): “Alix and I went by char-à-banc [originating in France, a horse or motorized vehicle with 

side benches for transport or sightseeing] to the shore, and sat on the sand looking at the waves.  Our 

officers came to dinner, I presented them to Granny.  Spent a last evening with my bride. [In Alix’s 

hand] Ever true and ever loving, faithful, pure and strong as death.”  [How true this was!] (ibid., 80) 

 

Alix to Ernst Ludwig.  Osborne House - 13/25 July 1894: “Darling Ernie dear, I am going to send you 

these lines by messenger.  All alone I sit here & write, feeling low and unhappy, as I parted from beloved 

Nicky, Monday-night. … My comfort is, I am at last coming home - on the 31st on the Victoria & Albert, 

off we go - I am dying to see you & little Ducky [Victoria Melita] & dear old Wolfsgarten.  [P.S.] I feel 

more Rainy than Sunny without my sweet Nicky.“ (Kleinpenning, 156) 
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